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Direct Observation….

• Users are observed, their activities and

behavior mapped in order to better

understand these needs and how city

spaces are used.

• Help to understand why some spaces are

used and others are not.

• Observations are often accompanied by

photo documentation.
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Counting is a widely used tool in public life studies. In principle,
everything can be counted, which provides numbers for making
comparisons before and after, between different geographic
areas or over time.

COUNTING

MAPPING
Activities, people, places for staying and much more can be
plotted in, that is, drawn as symbols on a plan of an area being
studied to mark the number and type of act

TRACING

In order to observe people’s movements over a large area or for
a longer time, observers can discreetly follow people without
their knowing it or follow someone who knows and agrees to be
followed and observed. This is also called shadowing.
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Human activity often leaves traces such as litter in the streets,
dirt patches on grass etc., which gives the observer information
about the city life. These traces can be registered through
counting, photographing or mapping.

LOOKING FOR 
TRACES

PHOTOGRAPHING
Photographing is an essential part of public life studies to
document situations where urban life and form either interact or
fail to interact after initiatives have been taken.

TEST WALKS 

Taking a walk while observing the surrounding life can be more
or less systematic, but the aim is that the observer has a chance
to notice problems and potentials for city life on a given route.



TOOLS FOR STUDING PUBLIC LIFE 

Dr. Mona Y. Shedid 7

Counting….

• Basic to public life studies.

• Everything can be counted: number of people, gender division, how

many people are moving (pedestrian flow) and how many are

staying in one place.

• Counting provides quantitative data that can be used to qualify

projects.

• A number of counts have to be made in order to be able to compare

different times of day, different days and different seasons.
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Mapping….

• Mapping behavior : what happens on a plan

of the space or area being investigated.

• To investigate: Where people are standing

and sitting, the locations different times of

day. Provides a clearer picture of the general

pattern of staying activities and movement.
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Tracing….

• Registering movement can provide basic

knowledge about movement patterns.

• The goal can be to gather information walking

sequence, choice of direction, flow, which

entrances are used most, which least,…

• Means drawing lines of movement on a plan

during a specific time period.
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Tracking….

• To stand in one place to register movement, observers can also follow selected

people in order to register their movements

• Useful for measuring walking speed.

• Can be made with the naked eye and a stop watch by following the person whose

speed you want to measure.
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Looking for Traces ….
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Keeping a Diary….

Is a method of noting observations in real time and systematically, with more detail 

than in quantitative ‘sample’ studies. The observer can note everything of relevance. 
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Provide samples of the interaction 
of public life and public space.

To understanding of how life in public space 
develops as sequences and processes. 
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ANALYSIS TOOLS

Tissue Analysis

 A technique that overlays understood scale plan

or aerial photographs.

Rapid generation of initial design options

for sites that promote informed design

discussion.

Aerial photographs or

plans
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ANALYSIS TOOLS

Building Age Profile

 Mapping the age of buildings to show the age

distribution and concentration of building and

periods of urban development

Identify the patterns of urban

development through the age of

the building stock.

Buildings of similar age are identified

and their locations are plotted on a

map or series of maps, each

covering a defined time period



Dr. Mona Y. Shedid 20

ANALYSIS TOOLS

Urban Morphology

 Used to study the present and past historical patterns

of urban structure form, land use and patterns.

Provides an understanding of the existing physical

form of the urban environment.

Defining urban patterns

and characteristics that

create a unique sense of

place.

Measured, mapped and analyzed using existing

and/or historical information (figure ground mapping,

typological analysis, materials and components

analysis)
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ANALYSIS TOOLS

Mapping

 A graphic technique for recording and analyzing

the physical features and structural patterns of

geographical area.

Assessment of spatial enclosures, street

edge conditions, distribution of open

space, street types,..(quantitative of

physical features)

Mapping techniques: Overlay

mapping, GIS mapping, Arial

photographs.
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ANALYSIS TOOLS

Legibility Analysis

 Recording on map the mental images.

Provides information on how

memorable positive features

can be emphasized or

negative design features

can be mitigated.

Series of sketch maps drawn by

users with interviews to build up a

collective view of a neighborhood

city
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ANALYSIS TOOLS

Behavior Observation

 Observations that track and record on maps and

diagrams the movements, use and interaction of

people with urban spaces and the built

environment

Understanding how the

physicality of the built

environmental affects activities

and social behavior.

Recording of pattern of human

behavior through notes, diagrams,

mapping, photographs,…
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ANALYSIS TOOLS

Ped-shed Analysis

 Calculates the population catchment within a 5

or 10 minute walk from an activity, transport stop

or node.

Providing walkability analysis of

important destinations. (Identify

optimum locations for new

facilities)

A fixed diameter circle is overlaid

on a map with the center placed

on the destination point.



Dr. Mona Y. Shedid 25
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ALL THE RIGHTS BELONG TO ORIGINAL 

AUTHORS 

The references to multiple sources are text & figures 
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ANY QUESTIONS???


